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Abstract 

This study aimed to analyze the contemporary transformations of international law in response 

to the challenges of global governance, considering the changes driven by globalization, 

multipolarity, digital transformation, the strengthening of human rights, and the increasing 

complexity of transnational issues. The research was conducted using a qualitative approach, 

documentary research, a non-experimental design, and a descriptive-interpretative scope. A 

systematic review of scientific literature, legal doctrine, international legal instruments, and 

specialized documents retrieved from internationally recognized academic databases was 

carried out, applying inclusion criteria based on thematic relevance, recency, and scientific 

rigor. The findings reveal that international law is undergoing a progressive evolution toward 

multilevel governance models supported by international cooperation, shared responsibility, 

and the participation of multiple stakeholders. Furthermore, the study identified that 

challenges related to climate change, technological transformation, international security, and 

the protection of human rights require more flexible legal frameworks, stronger multilateral 

institutions, and higher levels of global coordination. It is concluded that the consolidation of 

effective global governance constitutes a fundamental condition for enabling international law 

to adapt to emerging global dynamics, thereby strengthening its legitimacy, sustainability, 

and capacity to address the complex challenges of an increasingly interconnected, multipolar, 

and rapidly evolving international system. 

Keywords: international law; global governance; international cooperation; legal 

transformation. 
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Resumen 

El presente estudio tuvo como objetivo analizar las transformaciones contemporáneas del 

derecho internacional frente a los desafíos de la gobernanza global, considerando los cambios 

derivados de la globalización, la multipolaridad, la transformación digital, el fortalecimiento de 

los derechos humanos y la creciente complejidad de los problemas transnacionales. La 

investigación se desarrolló mediante un enfoque cualitativo, de tipo documental, con un diseño 

no experimental y alcance descriptivo-interpretativo. Se realizó una revisión sistemática de 

literatura científica, doctrina jurídica, normativa internacional y documentos especializados 

consultados en bases de datos académicas de reconocido prestigio, aplicando criterios de 

inclusión relacionados con pertinencia temática, actualidad y rigor científico. Los resultados 

evidencian que el derecho internacional experimenta una evolución progresiva hacia modelos 

de gobernanza multinivel sustentados en la cooperación internacional, la responsabilidad 

compartida y la participación de múltiples actores. Asimismo, se identificó que los desafíos 

asociados al cambio climático, la transformación tecnológica, la seguridad internacional y la 

protección de los derechos humanos demandan mecanismos jurídicos más flexibles, 

instituciones multilaterales fortalecidas y mayores niveles de coordinación global. Se concluye 

que la consolidación de una gobernanza global eficaz constituye un elemento esencial para 

garantizar la adaptación del derecho internacional a las nuevas dinámicas internacionales, 

fortaleciendo su capacidad para responder de manera legítima, sostenible y efectiva a los 

desafíos de un entorno caracterizado por la interdependencia, la complejidad y la rápida 

transformación del sistema internacional. 

Palabras clave: derecho internacional; gobernanza global; cooperación internacional; 

transformación jurídica. 

 

Resumo 

O presente estudo teve como objetivo analisar as transformações contemporâneas do direito 

internacional diante dos desafios da governança global, considerando as mudanças 

decorrentes da globalização, da multipolaridade, da transformação digital, do fortalecimento 

dos direitos humanos e da crescente complexidade dos problemas transnacionais. A pesquisa 

foi desenvolvida por meio de uma abordagem qualitativa, de natureza documental, com 

delineamento não experimental e alcance descritivo-interpretativo. Realizou-se uma revisão 

sistemática da literatura científica, da doutrina jurídica, da normativa internacional e de 

documentos especializados consultados em bases de dados acadêmicas de reconhecido 

prestígio, aplicando critérios de inclusão relacionados à pertinência temática, atualidade e 

rigor científico. Os resultados evidenciam que o direito internacional passa por uma evolução 

progressiva em direção a modelos de governança multinível fundamentados na cooperação 

internacional, na responsabilidade compartilhada e na participação de múltiplos atores. Além 

disso, verificou-se que os desafios relacionados às mudanças climáticas, à transformação 

tecnológica, à segurança internacional e à proteção dos direitos humanos exigem marcos 

jurídicos mais flexíveis, instituições multilaterais fortalecidas e maiores níveis de coordenação 

global. Conclui-se que a consolidação de uma governança global eficaz constitui um elemento 

essencial para garantir a adaptação do direito internacional às novas dinâmicas internacionais, 

fortalecendo sua legitimidade, sustentabilidade e capacidade de responder aos desafios de um 

sistema internacional cada vez mais interdependente, complexo e em constante 

transformação. 

Palavras-chave: direito internacional; governança global; cooperação internacional; 

transformação jurídica. 
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Introduction 

The growing interdependence among States, international organizations, private actors, and 

civil society has redefined the foundations of contemporary international law. The processes 

of globalization, the acceleration of technological development, health crises, climate change, 

and the expansion of transnational markets have generated challenges that transcend the 

traditional regulatory capacities of States. In this context, international law has undergone a 

profound transformation, evolving toward more flexible normative frameworks and multilevel 

cooperation mechanisms designed to address issues of global scope. These dynamics have 

fostered the evolution of global governance as a complementary paradigm aimed at 

strengthening international coordination and promoting collective responses to shared 

challenges. 

From this perspective, Fernández Liesa (2024) argues that international law has evolved from 

an approach focused exclusively on interstate relations toward a more complex system 

characterized by the incorporation of principles related to sustainability, human rights 

protection, and shared responsibility. This evolution demonstrates that international legal 

norms can no longer be confined to regulating conflicts between States but must instead adapt 

to scenarios in which diverse economic, environmental, technological, and social interests 

converge. Consequently, legal sustainability has become a structural component for ensuring 

the effectiveness of the international legal order in addressing the challenges of the twenty-

first century. 

The consolidation of global governance responds precisely to the need to coordinate public 

policies and institutional mechanisms capable of overcoming the limitations of unilateral State 

action. In this regard, Riedel Martínez (2023) explains that global governance incorporates 

new forms of decentralized cooperation involving local governments, international 

organizations, regional institutions, corporations, and civil society organizations. This model 

promotes more inclusive and collaborative decision-making processes, thereby strengthening 

the international community's capacity to respond to transnational problems whose complexity 

requires the simultaneous participation of multiple institutional actors. 

At the same time, the international landscape has been reshaped by the emergence of new 

actors capable of influencing the creation, interpretation, and implementation of international 

law. In this regard, Verdugo Lema (2025) emphasizes that the international legal order faces 

significant challenges arising from the growing influence of non-State actors, digital platforms, 

specialized multilateral organizations, and transnational corporations, whose participation has 

altered the traditional structures of international power. This reality requires a reassessment 

of the classical foundations of international law through the incorporation of legal mechanisms 

capable of regulating increasingly dynamic, interdependent, and technologically complex legal 

relationships. 

Nevertheless, the transformation of the international context has also revealed significant 

weaknesses in the existing legal framework. The persistence of armed conflicts, climate 

change, cyber threats, pandemics, and large-scale migration flows demonstrates that the 

traditional instruments of international law are insufficient to address multidimensional global 

threats. In this regard, Velasco Arellanes (2025) argues that public international law continues 

to exhibit substantial structural limitations resulting from the absence of effective enforcement 

mechanisms and its dependence on State consent, factors that restrict its capacity to respond 

promptly to global risks affecting the security and survival of the international community. 

These limitations are further compounded by the growing tensions between the principle of 

State sovereignty and the demands for deeper international cooperation. The transition toward 

a multipolar international system has intensified strategic competition among major powers, 

hindering the construction of multilateral consensus and weakening the effectiveness of 

international institutions. According to Minutti et al. (2024), international cooperation is 
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currently experiencing a period characterized by a hegemonic interregnum in which divergent 

national interests, geopolitical rivalries, and emerging regional integration schemes converge. 

These circumstances pose significant challenges to the consolidation of global governance 

founded upon trust, shared responsibility, and effective compliance with international 

commitments. 

Similarly, international institutions continue to face considerable difficulties in ensuring the 

consistent implementation of international legal norms. The effectiveness of treaties, 

resolutions, and international decisions remains largely dependent on the political will of 

States, a situation that limits the effective protection of human rights and other universal legal 

values. In this regard, Castillo Dussán (2024) argues that the general principles of 

international law constitute the essential foundation for strengthening the protection of human 

rights; however, their practical implementation continues to face obstacles arising from 

institutional fragmentation, normative divergences, and the limited supervisory capacity of 

international organizations. 

Against this backdrop, strengthening international law as an instrument for addressing 

increasingly complex and interconnected global challenges has become imperative. 

Environmental protection, international security, the regulation of artificial intelligence, digital 

governance, migration, public health, and sustainable development require legal frameworks 

capable of integrating multidisciplinary approaches and permanent cooperation mechanisms. 

In this context, Rodrigo (2022) argues that the relationship between sustainable development 

and international environmental law has evolved toward a systemic reformulation that 

incorporates principles of normative integration, ecological balance, and shared responsibility, 

thereby consolidating a broader conception of contemporary international law. 

Furthermore, strengthening global governance constitutes a strategic element for preserving 

international stability within a context characterized by increasing political, economic, and 

technological interdependence. The construction of more effective multilateral frameworks 

facilitates conflict prevention, the coordination of public policies, and the development of 

collective responses to common challenges. From this perspective, García (2025) argues that 

multilateral global governance is acquiring increasing importance in shaping the new 

international balance, particularly through the active participation of emerging regions seeking 

to redefine traditional mechanisms of cooperation and international decision-making. 

Within this framework, the present study is particularly relevant because it examines the 

contemporary transformations of international law from an integrative perspective that 

articulates the legal, institutional, and political changes associated with global governance. 

This analysis contributes to understanding how the evolution of the international order 

demands new normative instruments capable of responding to complex scenarios 

characterized by multipolarity, digitalization, and global interdependence. According to Arias 

Mateo (2025), the study of contemporary legal transformations enhances the understanding 

of emerging approaches to conflict management and consensus-building, while providing 

theoretical contributions that strengthen the development of international law in addressing 

the challenges of twenty-first-century global society. 

Methodology 

This study was conducted using a qualitative research approach, as its objective was to 

understand and interpret the contemporary transformations of international law in response 

to the challenges of global governance from doctrinal, normative, and jurisprudential 

perspectives. This approach enabled a critical examination of the theoretical foundations, 

regulatory trends, and institutional dynamics identified in the specialized literature. According 

to Espinoza Freire (2020), qualitative research facilitates a comprehensive understanding of 

complex phenomena through systematic processes of interpretation and contextual analysis. 

Likewise, Viramontes Anaya (2024) argues that qualitative analysis promotes the 
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development of in-depth explanations of social and legal realities through the critical 

integration of diverse sources of information. Consistent with these theoretical foundations, 

the study was classified as documentary research with descriptive and interpretative scope, 

supported by a non-experimental design based on a comprehensive literature review. 

The documentary search strategy was implemented through a systematic review of 

internationally recognized scientific and legal databases, including Scopus, Web of Science, 

SciELO, Dialnet, Redalyc, and Google Scholar. These sources were complemented by 

international legal instruments, case law, and official documents issued by multilateral 

organizations. The selection of sources was based on inclusion criteria related to thematic 

relevance, currency, scientific rigor, and full-text availability, with priority given to publications 

from the last five years, while also incorporating seminal works essential to the theoretical 

framework. Duplicate records, non-peer-reviewed publications, and studies that did not 

directly address the relationship between international law and global governance were 

excluded. As noted by López (2006) and Maglione and Varlotta (2012), a structured literature 

search constitutes an essential component for ensuring the quality, reliability, and 

comprehensiveness of the research process. 

The analytical procedure involved the thematic organization of the collected information into 

categories associated with the evolution of international law, global governance, State 

sovereignty, emerging international actors, and the transformations of the contemporary 

international legal order. Subsequently, a doctrinal, comparative, and interpretative analysis 

was conducted on legal scholarship, international legal instruments, and relevant case law to 

identify convergences, divergences, and emerging trends. Finally, the findings were 

synthesized through a process of critical analysis aimed at explaining the principal 

transformations of international law and their implications for global governance. In line with 

Alegre Brítez (2022), methodological rigor in the systematization and analysis of information 

enhances the consistency of qualitative research and strengthens the robustness of its 

interpretative findings. 

Development 

Evolution of International Law in the Context of Global Governance 

International law has undergone substantial transformation as a result of intensified 

globalization, increasing interdependence among States, and the emergence of new 

transnational challenges. Over recent decades, this legal system has evolved beyond its 

traditional focus on regulating interstate relations to incorporate dimensions related to human 

rights protection, sustainability, international responsibility, and multilevel cooperation. 

Consequently, contemporary international law has emerged as a dynamic normative order 

capable of addressing complex global phenomena through mechanisms of coordination and 

global governance, thereby strengthening the international community's capacity to confront 

shared challenges. 

Within this evolutionary process, the consolidation of human rights has become one of the 

principal drivers of transformation in international law. Arrieta-López (2022) argues that the 

progressive incorporation of the human right to peace into the United Nations system 

illustrates the expansion of the substantive content of international law by recognizing new 

collective rights aimed at ensuring peaceful coexistence and sustainable development. This 

evolution demonstrates that the international legal order is no longer limited to preserving 

coexistence among States but increasingly incorporates ethical and legal principles designed 

to protect individuals as the central subjects of the international legal system. 

Similarly, Allauca-Caicedo et al. (2023) contend that the contemporary evolution of human 

rights reflects a progressive expansion of States' international obligations, particularly in 

addressing issues such as discrimination, poverty, inequality, and humanitarian crises. This 
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transformation has reinforced the universality of fundamental rights while fostering the 

development of new international legal instruments that promote monitoring mechanisms and 

cooperation among multilateral organizations, thereby consolidating a legal framework 

grounded in human dignity and shared international responsibility. 

In parallel, the development of international criminal law represents another significant 

manifestation of the evolution of the global legal order. According to Mina Bone (2022), 

individual international criminal responsibility constitutes a paradigmatic shift from the 

classical conception of international law by establishing that certain international crimes give 

rise to direct individual responsibility irrespective of State responsibility. This development has 

strengthened the global fight against impunity through the consolidation of international 

criminal tribunals and the recognition of legal principles aimed at protecting humanity against 

serious violations of international law. 

Conceptual Transformations of Contemporary International Law 

Recent transformations in international law reflect the need to adapt its conceptual 

foundations to an international environment characterized by complexity, interdependence, 

and the emergence of global risks. The traditional model, grounded in the principles of 

absolute sovereignty and the formal equality of States, has evolved toward a more flexible 

conception incorporating principles of international cooperation, solidarity, the protection of 

global public goods, and shared responsibility. This evolution illustrates the transition from a 

predominantly interstate legal framework to a legal system increasingly oriented toward global 

governance. 

From this perspective, Allauca-Caicedo et al. (2023) argue that the strengthening of the 

international human rights system has redefined the traditional principles of international law 

by prioritizing the comprehensive protection of individuals over exclusively State-centered 

interests. This transformation has expanded the scope of international obligations while 

fostering the recognition of new rights related to environmental protection, equality, inclusion, 

and sustainable development, thereby shaping a legal order that is more responsive to 

contemporary global needs. 

Similarly, Mejía Azuero and Rincón Ramos (2025) contend that the emerging framework of 

international law applicable to armed conflicts incorporates multidimensional approaches that 

transcend the classical regulation of the use of force. The authors emphasize that hybrid 

threats, asymmetric conflicts, international terrorism, and cyber warfare have required a 

reconsideration of the traditional categories of international humanitarian law, promoting 

broader interpretations that integrate the protection of civilian populations, human security, 

and respect for fundamental rights throughout contemporary armed conflicts. 

Likewise, Iglesias Sevillano (2023) argues that the phenomenon of global law has transformed 

the very concept of objective law by recognizing the coexistence of multiple normative spaces 

in which domestic, international, and transnational legal norms interact. This reality fosters 

the development of legal pluralism, enhances coordination among different regulatory levels, 

and strengthens the capacity of international law to adapt to increasingly dynamic and 

complex global scenarios. 

Fundamental Principles of Global Governance and International Cooperation 

Global governance constitutes one of the principal conceptual frameworks for understanding 

the evolution of contemporary international law by proposing mechanisms of coordination that 

extend beyond unilateral State action. This approach recognizes that global challenges require 

sustained cooperation among governments, international organizations, private-sector actors, 

academia, and civil society, thereby fostering the development of collective responses to 

shared global concerns. 
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Within this context, Oviedo Hernández (2025) explains that global governance provides a 

theoretical perspective capable of interpreting new forms of international interaction 

characterized by multilevel cooperation networks and increasingly decentralized decision-

making processes. From this standpoint, the legitimacy of international law depends not only 

on State consent but also on the participation of multiple stakeholders that contribute to the 

formulation, implementation, and oversight of international policies aimed at promoting the 

common good. 

Complementing this perspective, Jiménez (2023) identifies the global energy transition as a 

representative example of the challenges confronting contemporary global governance. 

Institutional fragmentation, the diversity of national interests, and the imperative to achieve 

sustainable development require more effective and flexible mechanisms of international 

cooperation. Consequently, global governance reinforces the role of international law as a 

coordinating instrument for harmonizing public policies, promoting multilateral commitments, 

and facilitating consensus-based solutions to issues that transcend national borders. 

The Role of International Organizations in Shaping the Global Legal Order 

International organizations play a decisive role in consolidating the international legal order 

by serving as institutional forums in which legal norms governing relations among the various 

actors of the international system are negotiated, developed, and monitored. Their activities 

have strengthened mechanisms for international cooperation, the peaceful settlement of 

disputes, and the protection of universal legal values, thereby making a significant contribution 

to the stability of the international system. 

In this regard, Rodrigo (2025) argues that international organizations constitute one of the 

fundamental pillars of public international law because they facilitate international law-making, 

promote compliance with international treaties, and strengthen institutional mechanisms 

designed to safeguard peace, security, and sustainable development. Their capacity to 

reconcile diverse interests has enhanced the effectiveness of the multilateral system in 

addressing contemporary global challenges. 

Nevertheless, the evolution of the global legal order also requires a critical reassessment of 

the historical foundations of international law. Landaluze (2023) maintains that Third World 

Approaches to International Law (TWAIL) encourage a reconsideration of the traditional 

structures of the international legal system by questioning the power relations that have 

historically shaped global norm-making. From this perspective, the construction of a more 

inclusive system of global governance requires strengthening the representation of developing 

countries while promoting an international legal order that is more equitable, pluralistic, and 

responsive to the diverse political, economic, and cultural realities of the contemporary world. 

Contemporary Challenges to International Law 

The rapid transformation of the international system has substantially increased the 

complexity of the challenges confronting international law in the twenty-first century. Climate 

change, global health crises, food insecurity, digitalization, artificial intelligence, cyber threats, 

and geopolitical tensions demonstrate that traditional regulatory mechanisms are insufficient 

to address phenomena that transcend national borders. Within this context, international law 

faces the challenge of strengthening its normative and institutional capacity through more 

effective, flexible, and coordinated legal instruments capable of safeguarding global public 

goods and preserving the stability of the international system. 

The multidimensional nature of these challenges has driven the evolution of international law 

toward more comprehensive approaches that combine legal principles, multilateral 

cooperation, and global governance. This transformation reflects the necessity of developing 

collective responses to risks whose magnitude exceeds the individual capacities of States. 

Consequently, the international community has promoted new forms of cooperation aimed at 
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strengthening the protection of human rights, consolidating mechanisms of international 

responsibility, and developing regulatory frameworks adapted to the scientific and 

technological transformations that characterize contemporary society. 

Protection of Human Rights in the Face of Emerging Global Challenges 

The international protection of human rights constitutes one of the most significant challenges 

confronting contemporary international law, particularly in light of the emergence of global 

risks affecting millions of people simultaneously. Climate change, forced migration, 

pandemics, armed conflicts, extreme poverty, and environmental crises have expanded the 

scope of fundamental rights protection, requiring a reinterpretation of States' international 

obligations from a broader and more interdependent perspective. This reality demonstrates 

that the effective protection of human rights increasingly depends on international cooperation 

and the strengthening of multilateral protection mechanisms. 

In this regard, Jiménez García (2023) argues that climate change has driven a process of 

jurisprudential evolution that directly links environmental protection with the safeguarding of 

human rights and the rights of future generations. The growing development of climate 

litigation demonstrates that both national and international courts increasingly recognize State 

responsibility for environmental degradation, thereby consolidating an emerging consensus 

that incorporates the right to a healthy environment as an essential component of the 

international human rights system. 

Similarly, Cárdenas Merizalde et al. (2024) emphasize that human rights are facing 

increasingly complex challenges arising from social inequalities, violence, migration, and 

technological transformation. The authors contend that these issues require the strengthening 

of international monitoring and cooperation mechanisms while promoting public policies aimed 

at ensuring equality, inclusion, and respect for human dignity. Consequently, contemporary 

international law has progressively expanded its protective scope through legal instruments 

designed to respond to contexts characterized by increasing global interdependence. 

International Regulation of Climate Change, Global Health, and International 

Security 

Climate change and international public health crises represent challenges that have 

profoundly reshaped the priorities of contemporary international law. The intensification of 

extreme climate events, biodiversity loss, the spread of zoonotic diseases, and global health 

emergencies highlight the need to strengthen international cooperation through legal 

instruments capable of coordinating effective global responses. These developments have 

fostered the consolidation of new multilateral commitments aimed at safeguarding both 

environmental integrity and human security from an integrated perspective. 

In this context, Alonso Lozano et al. (2022) argue that climate change significantly increases 

the risk of the emergence and spread of zoonotic diseases, thereby generating major 

challenges for international regulation in the fields of public health and environmental 

protection. The authors maintain that the close interrelationship between the environment, 

biodiversity, and human health requires an integrated system of global governance 

incorporating preventive strategies, epidemiological surveillance systems, and scientific 

cooperation mechanisms capable of mitigating the risks associated with future health 

emergencies. 

Furthermore, Pigrau Solé (2022) argues that State responsibility for climate change represents 

one of the most significant legal developments in contemporary international law. The growing 

demand for more stringent environmental obligations reflects an evolution of the principle of 

State responsibility toward legal frameworks that integrate prevention, environmental 

remediation, and the protection of future generations. This approach reinforces the preventive 
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dimension of international law while promoting greater shared responsibility among States in 

addressing one of the most pressing global challenges of the twenty-first century. 

The Impact of Digital Transformation and Emerging Technologies on International 

Law 

Accelerated digital transformation has generated new legal scenarios that challenge the 

traditional structures of international law. The development of artificial intelligence, 

automation, big data analytics, cloud computing, and digital platforms has transformed 

economic, political, and social relations, raising fundamental questions regarding the 

protection of human rights, digital sovereignty, cybersecurity, and international responsibility 

arising from the use of emerging technologies. As a result, international law faces the 

imperative of developing regulatory frameworks capable of balancing technological innovation 

with the effective protection of collective interests. 

Within this context, Solano Segura (2025) argues that artificial intelligence and emerging 

technologies are profoundly transforming organizational management and decision-making 

processes, creating new opportunities to enhance efficiency and productivity. Nevertheless, 

this transformation also raises significant challenges concerning algorithmic transparency, 

personal data protection, legal accountability, and the need to establish international 

standards capable of guiding the ethical development of these technologies within a framework 

of global governance. 

Likewise, Gutiérrez Bastidas (2025) emphasizes that the incorporation of emerging 

technologies into public administration underscores the need to strengthen international 

regulation in areas such as digital interoperability, cybersecurity, information protection, and 

technological cooperation among States. From this perspective, international law must evolve 

toward more flexible regulatory models capable of harmonizing technological innovation with 

the principles of legality, transparency, and the protection of human rights. This evolution 

confirms that digital transformation will constitute one of the principal factors shaping the 

future development of the international legal order over the coming decades. 

Taken together, the challenges examined demonstrate that international law is undergoing a 

process of structural redefinition driven by phenomena that transcend traditional regulatory 

capacities. The protection of human rights, responses to climate change, global health 

security, and the regulation of emerging technologies all underscore the need to strengthen 

global governance through more effective institutions, more robust mechanisms of 

international cooperation, and legal frameworks capable of responding to an international 

environment characterized by complexity, multipolarity, and growing interdependence. These 

considerations provide the foundation for the subsequent analysis of the prospects for 

strengthening global governance as a strategic pillar for the future evolution of international 

law. 

Discussion 

The findings of this study demonstrate that international law is undergoing a process of 

structural transformation driven by the increasing complexity of global governance. The 

literature review revealed a broad consensus regarding the inadequacy of the classical model 

based exclusively on State sovereignty to address transnational challenges such as climate 

change, digital transformation, public health crises, human rights protection, and international 

security. In this regard, the findings are consistent with the arguments advanced by Fernández 

Liesa (2024), who contends that the evolution of international law is moving toward a model 

of legal sustainability grounded in the principles of cooperation, shared responsibility, and 

multilevel governance. This trend confirms that the effectiveness of international law 

increasingly depends on its capacity to adapt to contexts characterized by interdependence 

and the participation of multiple stakeholders. 
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The analysis further demonstrates that global governance has become an indispensable 

conceptual framework for understanding the evolution of the international legal order. The 

reviewed literature indicates that cooperation among States remains an essential component, 

although it is no longer sufficient to address challenges of global scope. In this regard, Riedel 

Martínez (2023) argues that global governance incorporates local governments, international 

organizations, corporations, and civil society into decentralized cooperation processes, thereby 

significantly expanding international decision-making arenas. These findings are consistent 

with the theoretical framework proposed by Oviedo Hernández (2025), who considers global 

governance to be an integrative approach capable of explaining the new dynamics of political 

and legal coordination that characterize the contemporary international system. 

Another significant finding concerns the conceptual transformation of international law 

resulting from the progressive strengthening of human rights and international responsibility. 

The studies analyzed reveal a transition from a system focused primarily on the protection of 

State interests toward a legal framework oriented to the protection of universal legal values 

and collective rights. Within this context, Allauca-Caicedo et al. (2023) argue that the 

evolution of human rights has expanded the international obligations of States, while Mina 

Bone (2022) emphasizes that the consolidation of individual international criminal 

responsibility constitutes one of the most significant achievements of contemporary 

international law. Together, these perspectives reflect a normative evolution that reinforces 

the protection of the individual as the central subject of the global legal order. 

Nevertheless, the findings also reveal significant institutional limitations that constrain the 

effectiveness of international law in addressing global threats. The absence of sufficiently 

robust enforcement mechanisms, normative fragmentation, and geopolitical tensions arising 

from an increasingly multipolar international system hinder the consistent implementation of 

international obligations. This interpretation is consistent with the arguments of Velasco 

Arellanes (2025), who maintains that public international law continues to exhibit structural 

weaknesses in responding to global existential threats. Likewise, Castillo Dussán (2024) warns 

that the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of international law remains conditioned 

by the political will of States, thereby limiting the effective protection of human rights and the 

consolidation of a more effective system of international justice. 

The study also identified that challenges associated with climate change, pandemics, and 

technological transformation have substantially expanded the substantive scope of 

international law. In this respect, Jiménez García (2023) demonstrates that climate litigation 

has strengthened the relationship between environmental law and the protection of human 

rights, whereas Pigrau Solé (2022) highlights the growing significance of State responsibility 

for environmental harm. Furthermore, Solano Segura (2025) and Gutiérrez Bastidas (2025) 

show that artificial intelligence and emerging technologies present new regulatory challenges 

concerning data protection, algorithmic transparency, cybersecurity, and digital sovereignty. 

Collectively, these findings confirm that international law must continue evolving toward more 

flexible, interdisciplinary, and forward-looking regulatory frameworks. 

From a critical perspective, this study demonstrates that the consolidation of an effective 

system of global governance requires not only the modernization of the international legal 

framework but also a profound reform of the institutions responsible for its implementation. 

Increasing multipolarity, the growing influence of non-State actors, and the diversification of 

strategic interests demand multilateral structures that are more representative, transparent, 

and capable of generating sustainable consensus. In this regard, the analyses of Chanona 

Burguete (2025) concerning international reconfiguration and those of Padilla Torres (2026) 

regarding the diverse interpretations of multipolarity support the need to rethink traditional 

governance mechanisms in order to respond more effectively to the ongoing transformations 

of the international system. 



Contemporary transformations of international law in response to the challenges of global 

governance 

192                                                                     Volumen 3 | Número 3| septiembre-diciembre | 2026 

Finally, the findings support the conclusion that the contemporary transformations of 

international law do not represent a rupture with its fundamental principles but rather a 

process of adaptation aimed at preserving its legitimacy and effectiveness in response to 

emerging global realities. Consistent with the arguments advanced by Cañizales Camacho 

(2025), the international order is currently undergoing a phase of strategic redefinition in 

which multiple centers of power, new forms of cooperation, and increasing demands for 

international regulation converge. Consequently, strengthening global governance constitutes 

an indispensable condition for ensuring international legal stability, promoting the peaceful 

settlement of disputes, and consolidating an international legal order capable of responding 

effectively to the challenges of an increasingly interdependent, digitalized, and complex world. 

Conclusions 

The analysis conducted in this study demonstrates that international law is undergoing a 

profound process of transformation driven by globalization, increasing interdependence among 

States, and the emergence of transnational challenges that exceed the regulatory capacity of 

the traditional legal framework. The evolution of the international legal order reveals a 

transition from a system centered on State sovereignty toward a more dynamic framework 

grounded in the principles of cooperation, shared responsibility, human rights protection, and 

sustainability. Within this context, global governance has emerged as a strategic component 

for strengthening the effectiveness of international law and enabling coordinated responses to 

challenges of global significance. 

The study further confirms that the traditional mechanisms of international law present 

significant limitations in addressing complex phenomena such as climate change, global health 

crises, digital transformation, cybersecurity, and the tensions associated with an increasingly 

multipolar international system. The absence of sufficiently effective enforcement 

mechanisms, institutional fragmentation, and persistent geopolitical divergences continue to 

constrain the effective implementation of international obligations. These circumstances 

underscore the need to strengthen multilateral institutions, enhance coordination among the 

various actors of the international community, and consolidate cooperative mechanisms 

capable of improving collective responses to global risks. 

Similarly, the findings indicate that the expansion of human rights, the development of 

international criminal law, environmental protection, and the regulation of emerging 

technologies constitute some of the principal drivers of renewal within contemporary 

international law. These developments reflect a progressive expansion of the substantive 

scope of international legal regulation and confirm the necessity of adopting interdisciplinary 

approaches that integrate legal, political, economic, social, and technological dimensions. 

Consequently, global governance can no longer be understood merely as a mechanism for 

political coordination but rather as an essential element in the construction of a more inclusive, 

resilient, and collectively oriented international legal order. 

Finally, it is concluded that the future strengthening of international law will depend on its 

capacity to adapt to the transformations of the global environment through institutional 

reform, normative innovation, and more effective multilateral cooperation. The consolidation 

of an international system founded upon shared responsibility, respect for the rule of law, the 

participation of multiple stakeholders, and the pursuit of consensus-based solutions will 

enhance the international community's ability to address both current and future global 

challenges. In this regard, the present study provides an integrative perspective on the 

contemporary transformations of international law and offers theoretical contributions that 

enrich the academic debate concerning the role of international law in shaping a more 

legitimate, effective, and sustainable system of global governance. 

Study Limitations 
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The principal limitation of this research lies in its exclusively documentary nature, which was 

based on the analysis of scientific literature, legal scholarship, and international normative 

sources. Although this methodological approach enabled a comprehensive and critical review 

of the contemporary transformations of international law and global governance, it did not 

incorporate empirical evidence derived from case studies, expert interviews, or comparative 

analyses of the implementation of international legal norms across different national contexts. 

The inclusion of such evidence could provide a more comprehensive understanding of the 

practical effectiveness of international legal mechanisms. 

Future Research 

Future research should adopt mixed-methods approaches that combine legal analysis with 

empirical evidence obtained through comparative studies, expert interviews, and evaluations 

of international public policies. Further investigation is also recommended into the impact of 

artificial intelligence, digital governance, cybersecurity, personal data protection, and 

emerging mechanisms of multilateral cooperation on the evolution of international law within 

an increasingly multipolar and globally interdependent environment. 

Acknowledgments 

The author expresses sincere gratitude to the specialists, researchers, and scholars in the 

fields of international law and international relations whose scientific contributions and 

doctrinal reflections supported the development of this study. The author also gratefully 

acknowledges the valuable collaboration of colleagues who participated in academic 

discussions and in the critical review of the manuscript, whose observations strengthened both 

the scientific rigor and the methodological quality of the research. Finally, appreciation is 

extended to the academic and publishing institutions that promote open access to scientific 

knowledge, thereby facilitating the dissemination of research and advancing the development 

of legal scholarship. 

Declaration of Conflict of Interest 

The author declares that there are no financial, institutional, professional, or personal conflicts 

of interest that could have influenced the design, conduct, analysis, interpretation of the 

findings, or publication of this study. Furthermore, the author affirms that the research was 

conducted with full academic independence, scientific objectivity, and strict adherence to the 

ethical principles governing international research and scholarly publishing. 

Referencias 

Alegre Brítez, M. Á. (2022). Aspectos relevantes en las técnicas e instrumentos de recolección 

de datos en la investigación cualitativa. Una reflexión conceptual. Población y 

desarrollo, 28(54), 93-100. 

Allauca-Caicedo, F. R., Real-Freire, J. A., Tejada-Salinas, T. T., & Camacho-Medina, B. M. 

(2023). La evolución de los derechos humanos en el contexto del derecho internacional 

contemporáneo. Space Scientific Journal of Multidisciplinary, 1(1), 55-68. 

Alonso Lozano, L., Ivanova Boncheva, A., & Bermúdez Contreras, A. S. (2022). Efectos del 

cambio climático en las zoonosis y la regulación internacional. Sociedad Y Ambiente, 

(25), 1–28. https://doi.org/10.31840/sya.vi25.2577 

Arias Mateo, O. (2025). Teorías del conflicto como herramienta para la solución de disputas 

en la sociedad contemporánea. Revista De Derecho, 24(48), e488. 

https://doi.org/10.47274/DERUM/48.8 

Arrieta-López, M. (2022). Evolución del derecho humano a la paz el marco de las Naciones 

Unidas y de las Organizaciones de la Sociedad Civil. Jurídicas cuc, 18(1), 519-554. 



Contemporary transformations of international law in response to the challenges of global 

governance 

194                                                                     Volumen 3 | Número 3| septiembre-diciembre | 2026 

Cañizales Camacho, I. (2025). Estrategia geopolítica del orden liberal y su vigencia en el nuevo 

contexto internacional. Revista de Ciencias Sociales (13159518), 31(1), 438-449. 

Cárdenas Merizalde, R. M., Cárdenas Merizalde, K. I., Coronel Merizalde, T. E., & Cárdenas 

Merizalde, D. S. (2024). Desafío de los derechos humanos en la 

actualidad. RECIMUNDO, 8(1), 377–384. 

https://doi.org/10.26820/recimundo/8.(1).ene.2024.377-384 

Castillo Dussán, C. A. (2024). Principios del derecho internacional: punto de partida para la 

garantía de los derechos humanos. Novum Jus, 18(3), 399-424. 

Chanona Burguete, A. (2025). La reconfiguración internacional y los desafíos de la complejidad 

contemporánea. Revista mexicana de ciencias políticas y sociales, 70(253), 11-15. 

Espinoza Freire, E. E. (2020). La investigación cualitativa, una herramienta ética en el ámbito 

pedagógico. Conrado, 16(75), 103-110. 

Fernández Liesa, C. R. (2024). Algunas reflexiones sobre la evolución del Derecho 

internacional de la sostenibilidad. CUADERNOS DE DERECHO TRANSNACIONAL, 16(2), 

633-645. https://doi.org/10.20318/cdt.2024.8935 

García, P. (2025). Asia en la gobernanza global multilateral. Online Journal Mundo Asia 

Pacifico, 14(25), 6-27. 

Gutiérrez Bastidas, J. O. (2025). Impacto de las tecnologías emergentes en la administración 

pública: análisis cuantitativo y perspectivas en Ecuador. Educational Regent 

Multidisciplinary Journal, 2(1), 1-8. 

Iglesias Sevillano, H. (2023). Las transformaciones del Derecho objetivo ante el fenómeno 

jurídico-global. Revista Derecho del Estado, (56), 43-70. 

Isch López, E. (2023). Las perspectivas de cooperación internacional de los organismos 

multilaterales y sus efectos. HOMO EDUCATOR, 2(3), 104-119. 

Jiménez García, F. (2023). Cambio climático antropogénico, litigación climática y activismo 

judicial: hacia un consenso emergente de protección de derechos humanos y 

generaciones futuras respecto a un medio ambiente sano y sostenible. Revista 

Electrónica de Estudios Internacionales, (46), 7-61. 

Jiménez, J. M. (2023). Retos para la gobernanza global de un sector energético fragmentado 

y en transición. InterNaciones, (24), 55–78. https://doi.org/10.32870/in.vi24.7233 

Landaluze, I. Z. (2023). Una invitación a repensar la disciplina desde las aproximaciones del 

Tercer Mundo al Derecho internacional. Revista española de derecho 

internacional, 75(1), 161-187. 

López, L. B. (2006). La búsqueda bibliográfica: componente clave del proceso de 

investigación. Diaeta, 24(115), 31-37. 

Maglione, C., & Varlotta, N. (2012). Investigación, gestión y búsqueda de información en 

Internet. Online: http://bibliotecadigital. educ. ar/uploads/contents/investigacion0. 

pdf [Dic 2012]. 

Mejía Azuero, J. C., & Rincón Ramos, O. L. (2025). Rumbo conceptual del nuevo Derecho 

Internacional aplicado a los Conflictos Armados. Revista Científica General José María 

Córdova, 23(50), 427-447. 

Mina Bone, S. G. (2022). Evolución y desarrollo de la responsabilidad penal internacional 

individual en derecho internacional. AlfaPublicaciones, 4(3.1), 148–161. 

https://doi.org/10.33262/ap.v4i3.1.243 



Contemporary transformations of international law in response to the challenges of global 

governance 

195                                                                     Volumen 3 | Número 3| septiembre-diciembre | 2026 

Minutti, E. C., Martín, R. D., Brutto, G. L., Corrado, A., Macciani, C., Muhr, T., ... & Juárez, D. 

G. P. (2024). La cooperación internacional en tiempos de competencia estratégica. 

Entre el interregno hegemónico y la multipolaridad. Ed. Universidad de Cantabria. 

Oviedo Hernández, E. A. (2025). La gobernanza global como enfoque teórico en las Relaciones 

Internacionales y su utilidad para los estudios sobre América Latina. Papel Político, 30. 

Padilla Torres, M. A. (2026). La variedad interpretativa de la multipolaridad en las relaciones 

internacionales. Revista Política Internacional, 8(3), 281-302. 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.20512219 

Perianes Bermúdez, A. B. (2022). Desafíos para la seguridad internacional en el orden global 

en transición: los retos geopolíticos de las grandes potencias y el cambio climático. 

Editorial UNED.  

Pigrau Solé, A. (2022). Cambio climático y responsabilidad internacional del Estado. Anuario 

de la Facultad de Derecho de la Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, (26). 

Riedel Martínez, M. D. L. Á. (2023). Cooperación Descentralizada: los gobiernos locales en la 

Gobernanza Global. Revista de Fomento Social, (306), 115-144. 

Rodrigo, Á. J. (2022). Las relaciones sistémicas entre el desarrollo sostenible y el derecho 

internacional del medio ambiente: entre la dilución y la reformulación. Revista Catalana 

De Dret Ambiental, 13(2). https://doi.org/10.17345/rcda3401 

Rodrigo, Á. J. (2025). Compendio de derecho internacional público. Tecnos. 

Sanzón Maya, M. F. (2026). Multilateralismo y bilateralismo: un balance sobre relaciones de 

cooperación para el desarrollo en países en contexto de conflicto armado. Caso 

Colombia–acuerdo de paz (2012–2017). 

Solano Segura, A. (2025). Transformación digital y gestión de recursos humanos: impacto de 

la IA, la automatización y las tecnologías emergentes. Gestión. 

Velasco Arellanes, F. J. (2025). Insuficiencia del derecho internacional público ante amenazas 

globales existenciales. Novum Jus, 19(3), 21-44. 

Verdugo Lema, T. (2025). Bertot Triana, Harold (Dir). El orden jurídico internacional ante las 

vicisitudes del siglo XXI, Editorial Tirant lo Blanch, 2024, 992 pp. REIB: Revista 

Electrónica Iberoamericana, 19(1), 185-187. 

Viramontes Anaya, E. V. (2024). Análisis cualitativo en la investigación. IE Revista de 

Investigación Educativa de la REDIECH, 15, 1-18. 


